Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



■•■^. 






'■**-' 



: &EEAT SPEECH' 






r/ 



\ .. 






HONOURABLE 



JAMES BUG HAN AN, 



^ DELIVERED AT THE L -^ * --'^ 



(' . ' i 



MASS MEETING OF THE DEMOCRACY 



OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA, 



i..' 



^y 



At Greensburg, on Thursday, Oct. 7, 1852. 



r 



PHILADELPHIA: 

\ 
t 

1852. 



hAHVARD COLLEGE LIDRAR/ 

CHAftlES ELLiOn rEiv.'CNS 
MttaOMAL COLLECJION ' 



i< ■ 



' '. S. t 



? • 





A 


1 


f'. \ 


1 





« « ; > 



■* I f* 



/• i: 



.* V. 



'.■ ' 



/'i r'i. 






L -.i 






I. 



•k' 



» I 






« ■ 






J- ? 






I- «■ .■ 



\ ■ 



# I- 



? . 









... .1, 



SPEECH 



OF THB 



HON. JAMES BUCHANAN. 



[When this great American Statesman rose to address the immense gathering of the noble : 
Democracy of the Western Connties x>f the Keystone State, assembled at Greensbnrg, Westmore-. 
land County, on the 7th of October, 1852, he was greeted with the most enthusiastic cheers 
from every portion of that vast crowd of Democrats, which continued for several minutes. 
The applause having subsided, Mr. BnoHANidr spoke as follows :] 



•Fbiexds Am) Fellow CitiZEivs : I thank yon 
most sincerely for the cordial and entbasia^tic 
cheers with wmoh you have lost saluted, me. . I am 
proud, on this occasion, to acknowledge my deep ob- 
ligatioii3 to the Democratic parl^ of Westmoreland 
county. The generous and powerful support which 
I have received from your great and glorious Demo- 
cracy throughout my pubno career shall ever re- 
main deeply engraven on my heart. I am grateful 
for the past, not for what is to be in future. I ask 
no more from my- country than what I have already 
eigoyed. May peace and mrosperity be your lot 
throughout life, and may ^< The Star in the West" 
continue to shine with increasingsplendor, and ever 
benign influence on the favored vvestem portion (^ 
our Commonwealth, fur ages yet to come ! 

I congratulate von, fellow-citlsens, upon the nomi- 
nation of Franklin Fierce and William R. King, for 
the two highest offices in your gift. This nomina- 
tion has proved to be a most fortunate event for the 
Democratic party of the country. It has produced 
unanimity every where in our great and glorious 
party ; and when firmly united we can stand against 
the world in arms. It nas terminated, I trust for- 
ever, the divisions which existed in our ranks; and 
which, but a few short months ago, portended dire 
defeat in the present Presidential contest. The 
North, the South, the East and the West, are now 
generous rivals, and the only struggle amongst them 
is which shall ao the most to secure the triumph of 
the good old cause of Democracy, and of Franklin 
Pierce and William R. King, our chosen standard- 
bearers. 

And why should we not all be united in support 
of Franklin Pierce ? It is his peculiar distinction, 
above all other public men witnin my knowledge, 
that he has never had occasion to take a single step 
backwards. What speech, vote or sentiment of his 
whol^ political career, has oeen inconsistent with the 
purest and strictest principles of Jeffersonian Demo- 



cracy ? Our opponents, with all jtbeir vigil^ee and 
research^ have not yet been able to discover arin|^e 
one. His public character as a Democrat Hi above 
all exception. In supportin|( him, therefore, we 
shall do no more than sustain in his person, our own 
c(ear and cherished principles. 

Our candidate, throughout his life, has proved 
himself to be peculiarly unselfish. The oflioes and 
honors which other men seek with 9o nai^h eager** 
ness, have sought him only to be refused. . H^ nas 
either poeitivery. declined to accept, or has resigned 
the highest stauons which the Federal Government 
or his own native State could bestow upoh him. 

Indeed, the pubUp character of Qen. fierce is so Ul- 
vulnorable that it has soarc^y beenseriously as9aiui- 
ed. Our political opponents have,therefore,in perfeot 
desperation, been driven to - defame his, private 
character. At first, they dwounced him as a druzik- 
ard, a friend of the infamous anti-Catholic test in 
the Constitution of New Hampshire, and a coward. 
In what have these infamous accusations resulted? 
They have already recoiled upon their inventors. 
The poisoned chalice has been returned to their own 
lips. No 'decent man of the Whig party will now 
publicly venture to repeat these slanders. 

Frank Pierce acowardi That man a epward, 
who, when his country was involved in a forei^ war. 
abandoned a lucrative and honorable profession aita. 
all the sweets and comforts of domestio life inldf 
own happy family, to become a private., rolunteet 
soldier in the ranks! How preposterous! And wbj 
a coward? 

According to the testimony of Gen. Scott himself^ 
he was in such a sick, wounded and enfeebled con-r 
dition, that he was "just able to keep his saddle!." 
Tet his own gallant spirit impelled him to lead his 
brigade into the bloody battle of Cherubusco. But 
his «idiausted physloaf nature was not strong enoii|^ 
to sustain the brave soul which animated it, and up 
sank insensible on the field in front of hiA brigade. 
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Was this eiddenoe of cowardice? These circum- 
ttanoes, so far from being an impeachment of his 
courage, prove conclusively that he possesses that 
high quality, in an uncommon degree. Almost any 
other man, nay, almost any other braye man, in his 
weak and disabled condition, would have remained 
in his tent; but the promptings of his gallant and 
patriotic spiiit impelled him to rush into the midst 
of the battle. To what lengths will not party ran- 
cor and malignity proceed when siwh high evioenoes 
of indomitable courage are construed into proofs of 
eowardice? How different was Gen. Scott's opinion 
from that of the revilers of Franklin Pierce? It 
was on this very occasion that he conferred upon 
him the proud title of ^< the gallant Brigadltr GTen- 
eral Pierce." 

The cordial union of the Democratic party through- 
out the country presents a sure presage of approach- 
ing vietory. Even our political opponents admit 
that we are in the mtgority when thoroughly united. - 
And I venture now to predict, thai wheuier with or 
iKthout the vote of Pottn8ylvania,'-Franklin Pierce 
and William R. Kin';, should their lives be spared, 
will as certainly be elected President and Viee Pre- 
sident of the United States on t^e first Tuesday of 
November next, as that the blessed sun shall rise on 
that auspicious day. We feel the inspiration of vic- 
tory from the infallible indications of public opinion 
throughout our sister States. 

Bhiul this victory be achieved without the voice or 
the vote of Pennsylvania? No President has ever 

Svt been elected without her vote. Shall this hfs- 
rical truth be reversed, and shall Pierce and Ein£ 
be elected in November, despite the vote of the good 
old Keystone ? God bless her ! No — ^never, never, 
shall the Democracy of our great and glorious State 
be subjected to this disgrace. 

And yet, strange to say, the Whigs at Washinff- 
ton and the Whigs throughout every State of the 
Union claim the vo^o of Pennsylvania with the ut- 
most apparent confi Icnce. To secure her vote was 
one of tne main inducements for the nomination of 
General Scott over the head of Millard Fillmore. — 
Is there one unprejudiced citizen of any party in the 
United States, who can lay his hand upon his heart 
and declare that he believes General Scott would 
make as good and as safe a President as Mr. Fill- 
more ? No. fellow-citisens, all of us must concur in 
opinion witn Mr. Clay, that Fillmore had superior 
claims and qualifications to those of Spott for the 
highest civil station. Availability, and availability 
alone, produced the nomination of Scott. 

The Whigs well knew that the Democrats of the 
Keystone were in the majority. What must then be 
done to secure her vote ? Pennsylvaida Democrats 
must be seduced from their party allegiance — they 
must be induced to abandon the political altars at 
which they have so long wondilpped — ^they must be 
persuaded to renounce the principles of Jefferson 
and of Jackson, by the nomination of a military 
hero ; and this hero, too, a most bitter and uncom- 
promising Whig. Gen. Scott is none of your half 
way Whi~.^— he is not like General Taylor, a Whig, 
but not an ultra Whig. He goes the whole. Is there 
a single Whig doctrine, or a single Whig principle, 
however odious to the Democracy, to which he is not 
devoted, which he has not announced and taught un- 



der his own hand ? If there be, I have never heard 
it mentioned. Nay, more: these odious doctrines are 
with him not merely strong opinions, but they are 
absolute convictions, rules of faith and of practice. 
The Bank of the United States, the Bankrupt Law, 
the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
among the States, the abolishment of the veto pow- 
er from the Constitution ; in short, all the Whig 
measures against which the Democracy of the conn- 
try have always waged incetsant war — are so manj 
articles of General Scott's political creed. When 
asked, in October, 1841. whether, "if nominated as a 
candidate for the Presidency, would you accept the 
nomination?" after expressing his strong appro- 
bation of all the Whig measures to which I have 
just referred, as well as others of a similar charac- 
ter, he answers : — •* I beg leave respectfully to re 
ply — ^Yes ; provided that I be not required to re- 
nounce any principles profbssed above. My princi- 
ples are convictions." 

I will do him the justice to declare that he hai 
never yet recanted or renounced any one of these 
principles. They are still convictions with him 
and yet the Democracy of Pennsylvania are askec 
to recant and renounce their own most solemn an( 
deliberate convictions, and vote for a candidate fo: 
the Presidency, merely on account of his military 
fame, who if elected, would exert the power and in 
flnei>ce of his administration to subvert and to de 
str<5y all the essential principles which bind us to 
gether as members of the great and glorious Demo 
cratic party of the Union. Is not the bare imputa 
tion, much more the confident belief, that the Demo 
crats of Pennsylvania will renounce their birtliriffh 
for such a miserable mess of pottage, the ^ughest in 
suit which can be offered to them? The Whigs, ii 
effect say to you: — ^We know you are Democrats— w< 
know you are in the majorify; but yet we believi 
you will renounce the political faith of your fathers 
that you may shout hosannas to a successful General 
and bow down before the image of military glor; 
which we have erected for the purpose of capuvat 
ing your senses. 

Thank Heaven! thus far, at least, these advocate 
of availability have been disappointed. The sou] 
societies and the ftiss and feather clubs have ye 

?roduoed but littie impression on the ])ublic min 
'hey have failed even to raise enthusiastic sho 
among the Whigs, much less to make any aposti 
from tne Democratic ranks. 

What a subject it is for felicitation in every 
triotic heart, that the days have passed awa; 
trust forever, when mere military services, howe 
distinguished, shall be a passport to the chief c 
ma^stracy of the country ! 

r would lay down this broad and strong nrop 
tion which ought in aU future time to be hela sao 
as an article of Democratic fkitb, that no man on 
ever to be transferred by the people from the ol 
command of the army of the United States to 
highest civil office within their gift. The reas 
for this rule of faith to guide the practice of a ] 
publican people are overwhelming. 

The annals of mankind, since the creation, denu 
strate this solemn truth. The histoqf of all the 
ined Republics, both of ancient and modem tiu 
teaches us this great lesson. From Caesar to Ore 
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well, and from Cromwell to NapoIeoD, this history 
presents the same solemn warning, — ^beware of ele- 
vating to the highest civil trust the commander of 
your victorious armies. Ask the wrocks of the ruined 
Republics scattered all along the tide of time, what 
occasioned their downfall; and they will answer in 
sepolchural tones, the elevation of victorious Gene- 
rals to the highest civil power in the State. One 
common fate from one common cause has destroyed 
them all. Will mankind never learn wisdom from 
the experience of past generations? Has history 
been written in vain? Mr. Clay in his Baltimore 
speech of 1827, expressed this great truth in em- 
pnatic terms, when he implored the almighty Gov- 
ernor of the world, "to visit our favored land with 
war, with pestilence, with famine, with any 
scourge other than military rule, or a blind and 
heedless enthusiasm for military renown." He was 
right in the principle, wronsin its application. The 
hero,— the man of men to whom it was applied was 
then at the Hermitage, — a plain andprivate farmer 
of Tennessee. He had responded to the call of his 
country, when war was declared against Great Bri- 
tain, and had led our armies to victory; but when the 
^mger had passed away, he returned with delight 
to t£e agricultural pursuits of his beloved Hei-mit- 
age. Although like Franklin Pierce, he had never 
sought civil omcos and honors, yet he was an influ- 
ential and conspicuous member of the Convention 
wMch framed me Constitution of Tennessee, was 
their first Bepresentative and their first Senator in 
Congress, — afterwards a Judge of their Supreme 
Court, — ^then again a Senator in Congress, which ele- 
yated station he a second time resigned, from a love 
of retirement. He was brought almost literally from 
the plough as Cincinnatus had been, to assume the 
chief civil command. The same observations would 
apply to the illustrious andpeerless father of his 
country, as well as to Gen. Harrison. They were 
soldiers, only, in the dav and hour of danger, when 
the country demanded their services; and both were 
elevated from private life, from the shades of Mount 
Vernon and the North Bend, to the Supreme civil 
magistracy of the country. Neither of tnom was a 
soldier by profession, and both had illustrated high 
civil appointments. Gen. Taylor, it is. true, had 
been a soldier, and always a soldier, but had never 
risen to the chief command. It remained for the 
present Whig party to select as their candidate for 
the Presidency the commanding General of the army 
who had been a man of war, and nothing but a man 
of war from his youth upwards. This partjr is now 
straining every nerve to transfer him from the head- 
quarters of the army, to the chair of State, which 
has been adorned by Washington, Jefiferson, Madi- 
son and Jackson, without even a momeutaiy resig- 
nation of his present high office, — ^without the least 
political training, — witnout any respite, without 
any breathing time, between the hignest military 
and the highest civil honor. With what tremendous 
force does the solemn warning of Mr. Clay apply to 
the case of Gen. Scott ! 

Far be it from me to say or to insinuate that Gen. 
Scott would have either the ability or the will to 
play the part of Caesar, of Cromwell, or of Bona- 
parte. Btill the precedent is dangelrous in the ex- 
treme. If these things oan be done in the green 



tree, what will be done in the dry? If the precedent 
can be established in the comparative infancy and 

Surity (^ our institutions, of elevating to the Fred- 
ency a successful Commander-in-Chief of our 
armies, what may be the disastrous consequences 
when OUT population shall number one hundred 
millions, and when our armies in time of war may 
be counted by hundreds of thousands? In those 
days, some future military chieftain desirous of ob- 
taining supreme power by means of an election to 
the Presidency, may point back to such a precedent 
and say, that in the earlier and purer days uf the 
Republic, our ancestors did not fear to elevate the 
commander of their conquering armies to this, the 
highest civil station. Let us not forge chains in ad- 
vance for our descendants. 

The fathers of the Republic were deeply alive to 
these great truths. They were warned by the ex- 
perience of past times, that liberty is Hesperian 
fruit, and can only be preserved by watchful jea- 
lousy. Hence in all their constitutions of govern- 
ment, and in aU their political wri lings, we find 
them inculcating in the most solemn manner, a 
Jealousy of standing armies and their leaders, and a 
strict subordination of the military to the civil 
power. But even if there wore no danger to our li- 
berties from such a precedent, the habit of strict 
obedience and absolute command acquired by the 
professional soldier throughout a long life, almost 
necessarily disqualifies him for the administration 
of our Democratic Republican Government. Civil 
government is not a mere machine, such as a regu- 
lar army. In conducting it, allowance must be 
made for that love of liberty and spirit of indetten- 
dence which characterize our people. Such allow- 
ances can never be made, — authority can never be 
tempered with moderation and discretion, by a pro- 
fessional soldier, who has been accustomed to have 
his military orders obeyed with the unerring cer- 
tainty of despotic power. 

Again: — What fatal efifeots would it not have on 
the disoipline and efficiency of the army to have as- 
pirants for the presidency among its principal offi- 
cers? How many military cliques would be formed 
— how much intri^ing: and electioneering would 
exist in a body which ought to be a unit, and have 
no other object in view except to obey the lawful com- 
mand of the President and to protect and defend the 
country? If all the political follies of Gen. Scott's life 
were investigated, and these are not few, I venture to 
say that nearly the whole of them have resulted 
from his long continued aspirations for the Presi- 
dency. At last, he has obtained the whig nomina- 
tion. He has defeated his own constitutional com- 
mander-in-chief. The military power has triumph- 
ed over the civil power. The Constitution declares 
that ''the President shall bo Commander-in-Chief 
of the Army and Navy of the United Scate?:" but 
the subordinate, the actual commander of the army, 
has supplanted his superior. What a spectacle is 
this; and how many serious reflections misht it in- 
spire! In times of war and of danger what fatal 
consequences might result to the country from the 
fact, that the President and the Commanding .Ge- 
neral of the Army, are rival and hostile candidates 
for the Presidency! But I shall not pursue this 
train of remark. It is my most serious conviction, 
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that Gen. Scott would have stood far higher both 
before the present generation and posterity, had he 
nerer been aoancudate for the rreddenoy. The 
ofBee which he now holds, and deservedly holds, 
ought to satisfy ^he ambition of any n--- This the 
American people will determine by p 'nmphant 
majority on the first Tuesday of Noyei.ioer next. 
This will prove to be one of the most fortunate 
events in our history — auspicious at the present 
time, and still more auspicious for fhture genera- 
tions. It will establish a precedent, which will. I 
trust, prevent future commanders in chief, of tne 
Amoricai^ army, from becoming candidates for the 
Presidential office. 

Again : — To mako the army a hot bed for Presi- 
dential aspirants will be to unite the powerful in- 
fluence of all its aspiring officers in favor of foreign 
wars, as the best moans of acquiring military glory, 
and thus placing themselves m the modem line of 
safe precedents, as candidates for the Presidency 
and for other high civil offices. The American peo- 
ple are sufficiently prone to war without any such 
stimulus . But enough of this . 

I shall now proceed to discuss more minutely the 
dvil Qualifications of General Scott for the Presiden-- 
oy. It is these which immyliately and deeply con- 
cern the American people, and not his militai^ 
flory. Far be it from me, however, to depreciate 
is military merits. As an American citizen, I am 
proud of them. They will ever constitute a bril- 
liant page in the historical glory of our country. 
The triumphant march of the brave army under his 
command, from Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico, will 
be ^ver memorable in our annals. And yet he can 
never be esteemed the principal hero of the Mexican 
war. This distinction justly belongs to General Tay- 
lor. It was his army whicn at Palo Alto, Resaca de 
la Pal ma, and Monterey, first broke the spirit of the 
Mexican troops ; and the crowning victory of Buena 
Vista completely disorganized the Mexican army. 
There Santa Anna, with 20,000 men, the largest, the 
best and the bra^st army which Mexico has ever 
sent into the field, was routed by less than five thou- 
sand of our troops. To the everlasting glory of our 
volunteer militia, this great^t^s glorious victory, 
was achieved by them, assiRcd by only four hun- 
dred and fifty-three regulars. The Mexican army 
was so disoiganized — the spirit of the Mexican peo- 
ple was so subdued, by the unparalleled victory of 
Buena Vista, that the way was thus opened for the 
march from Vera Cruz to Mexico. Yet God forbid 
that I should, in the slightest degree, detract from 
the glory so Instly due to Scott's gallant army and 
ils distinguished commander in the battles which 

S receded their triumphant entry into the capital of 
lexico. 

But I repeat, my present purpose is to deal with 
General Scott as a civilian — as a candidate for the 
Presidency, and not as a military commander. 

The sun presents dark spots upon its disc ; and 
the greatest men who have ever lived, with the ex- 
ception of our own Washington, have not been with- 
out their failings. Surely General Scott is not an 
exception lo the common lot of humanity. In his 
tem'^r ho is undoubtedly irritable and jealous of 
rivals ; whilst the Presidency above all other sta- 
tions on earth requires a man of firm and calm tem- 



per, who, in his public oondooty.will never be under 
the control of his passions. 

. Gen. Scott has quarreled with General Wilkiii- 
son — ^he has quarreled with General G«lnes-4ie has 
quarreled with General Jackson— -he has quar- 
reled with De Witt Clinton — he has quarreled 
with the administration of John Quinoy Aaams — ^h0 
has quarreled with the people of Florida to such s 
degree that General JaotoBon was obliged reluctant^ 
ly to recall him ih>m the command of the army in 
the Seminole war— he has quarreled with General 
Worth, the Marshal Key of our militaxy service — ^he 
has quarreled with General Pillow— he has quar- 
reled with the gallant and lamented Duncan — ^and 
unless report speaks ftdsely, he has quarreled Trith 
General Taylor. Whenever any mititary man has 
approached the rank of being his rival for fame, he 
has quarreled with that man. Now, I shall not pre- 
tend to decide, whether he has been in the rigbb or 
in the wrong, in all or in any of these quarrels ; but 
this I shall say, that a man possessing such fore- 
thought, discretion and oalm temper as the Presiden- 
tial office requires, might and would have avoided 
many or most of these difficulties. A plain and sen- 
sible neither of mine asked me in view of these 
facts, if I did not think, should General Scott be 
elected President, he would play the . devil and 
break things? 

Gen. Scott is, beyond allque8tIon,su8picious, when 
the President of l^e United States, above all other 
men, ought to look upon events with no prejudiced 
or jaun<ucod eye. I^o man ever exhibited this trait 
of character in a stronger light than he has done to- 
wards the administration of Mr. Polk. He was se- 
lected by the President to lead our armies In Mexi- 
eo, with my humble though cordial assent. The po- 
litical life or death of the administration depended 
upon his success. Our fate, both in the estimation 
of the present )imes and throughout all posterity, 
depended upon his success. His defeat would have 
been our ruin. And yet he most strangely conceived 
the notion, that for the purpose of destroying him, 
we were willing to destroy ourselves. Hence nis be- 
lief of a fire in the rear more formidable than the 
fire in the front. Hence his belief that, jealous of his 
glory, we did not exert ourselves to furnish him the 
troops and munitions of war necessary for the con- 
quest of Mexico. Did unjust and unfounded suspi- 
cion ever extend thus far in the breast of any other 
mortal man? The admirable and unanswerable letter 
of Gov. Marcy, of April 21, 1848, in reply to his com- 
plaints^riumphantly vindicates the administration 
of Mr. Polk against all these extraordinary charges. 
Let any man carefully and dispassionately read tiiat 
letter, and say, if he can, that Gen. Scott, in self- 
control, temper and disposition, is fit to become the 
successor to Gen. Washington, in the Presidential 
chair. 

The world knows, everybody who has approached 
him knows, that Gen. Scott is vain-glorious to an ex- 
cessive degree. Indeed, his vanity would be striking- 
ly ridiculous, had he not performed so many distin- 
guished military services, as almost to justify boast- 
ing. This, however, is an amiable weakness; and 
whilst it does not disqualify him from performin| 
the duties of President, this itself renderi* it morally 
impossible that he should ever reach that station 
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Modesty combined with eminent merit always ser. 
cures popular applause; but the man who becomes 
the.triimpeter c« his own exploits, no matter how 
hig^ his deserts may be, can never become an object 
of popular enthusiasm and affection. Ghen. Scott's 
character, in this respect, is perfectly understood by 
the instinctive good sense of the American people. 
''Fobs and Feauiers !" a volume could not more ac- 
curately portray the vanity of his character than 
this soubriquet by which he is universally known. 
£CLa friends affect to glory in this title, but with all 
their efforts they «an never render it popular. Na- 
poleon was endeared to his army by his designation 
of "the little Corporal;" Gen. Jackson, by that of 
"Old Hickory;" and Qen. Taylor was "Rough and 
Keadv;" but what shall we say to *(Puss and Fea- 
thersr" Was such a soubriquet ever bestowed upon 
a General who enjoyed the warm affections of his 
army? It raises no shout, — it awakens no sympathy, 
— it excites no enthusiasm, — ^it falls dead upon the 
heart of an intelligent people. 

In order further to illustrate the want of civil 
quallficatioDS of Gen. Scott for the Presidency, I 
propose next to discuss his famous political letters. 
Inuiesehe has written his own political history. 
"Oh^ that mine enemy would write a Book!" was 
an exclamation of old. Gen. Scott's epistles have 
accomplished this work, though I deny that he has 
any enemies among the American people. 

in lS48, when speaking of these letters, Thurlow 
Weed, who at the present moment is one of Geni 
Scott's most able, distinguished and efficient sup- 
porters, employs the following language: "In the 
character of General Scott there is much, very 
muoh to commend and admire. But the mischief 
is, there is weakness in all he says or does about the 
Fr^deilCy. Immediately after the close of the 
campaign of 1840, he wrote a gratuitous letter, mak- 
ing himself a candidate, in wmch all sorts of unwise 
thuup were said 'to return and plague Ids friends if 
he should be a candidate.' And since that time, 
witb a fatuity that seizes upon men who get bewil- 
dered in gaxing at the White House, he has been suf- 
fering his pen to dim the glories achieved by his 
sword." 

The letter to which special allusion is made must 
be his famous letter of October 25th, 1841. Though 
not an "old Fogy," I retain a vivid recollection of 
Uie circumstances under which this letter was writ- 
ten. It made its appearance the month after the 
termination of the famous extra session of Congress, 
which had been convened by the proclamation of 
General Harrison. This session commenced on the 
3l8t May, and terminated on the 13th Sept., 1841. 

And here, permit me tosay.that I do not believe the 
history t>f Legislative bodies, in this or any otlier coun- 
try, ever presented more argumentative, eloquent 
and powerful debating, than was exhibited through- 
out this session. Nearly all the important political 
questions which had divided the two great parties 
of the oounti7 from the beginmng were most ably 
discussed, liever did any public body of the same 
number present a stronger array of matured talent 
than the Senate of that day. There were Clay, 
Berrien, Clayton, Mangum, Archer, Preston and 
Southard on the Whig side; and Benton, Calhoun', 
Wright, Woodbozy, Walker, Pierce and Linn, oh 



the side-of the Democrats, and these men were then 
in the meridian of their plory. I would advise 
evei]y young Democrat within the sound of my voice 
to procure and carefully study the debates of this 
session. 

Mr. Claj was, as he deserved to be, the Lord of 
the ascendant in tne Whig ranks. The Whig ma- 
jority of both houses was controlled by his spirit. 
He was tlieir acknowledged leader, and went to 
work in dashing style. Within a brief period, he 
carried all the great Whig measui^es triumphantly 
throuzh Congress. The Independent Treasury was 
repealed — ^the proceeds of the Public Lands were 
distributed among the States; the bankrupt Law 
was passed; and an old fashioned Bank of the Unit- 
ed States would have been established, had it not 
been for the veto of John Tyler, a man who has never 
been as highly estimated as he deserves, either by 
the Democratic party or the country. 

Mr. Clay left the Senate, at the close of the ses- 
sion, the acknowledged leader and the favorite Pre- 
sidential candidate of the great Whig party. Under 
these circumstances, it became necessary for Geii. 
Scott to do something to head his great rival iahd 
prevent him from remaining mastier of the field. He 
must prove himself to be as good a Whijgp as Henry 
Clay, and in addition a much better anti-mason. It 
was the comxxion remark of the day when his letter 
(ff October, 1841, appeared, that he had ont-whigged 
ieven Hen^ clay. This is the " gratuitous letter, 
making himself a candidate, in wmch all sorts or 
unwise things were said to ' return and plague his 
friends, if he should be a candidate.' " 

This letter is not addressed to any individual, but 
is anlBpistle general to all the faithful; and I must 
do him the justice to say that in it he has concealed 
nothing from the public eve. After some introduc- 
tory remarks, it is divided off into seven heads, 
which, with their subdivisions, embrace all the arti- 
cles of Whig faith as understood at that day; and 
in addition, the author presents his views on " Se- 
cret or Oath Bound Societies. " # 

I shall briefly review some of these articles of 
Gen. Scott's political faith: 

1. " The Judiciarv." Gen. Scott expresses his 
conviction, that the aecisions of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, on all constitutional qyestions, 
should be considered final and conclusive by the 
people, and especially by their functionaries, "ex- 
ceptj indeed, in the case of a Judicial decision en- 
larging power and against liberty." ^d how is 
sucn a decision to be corrected? Why, forsooth, 
" any dangerous error of this sort, he says, can al- 
ways be easily corrected by an amendment of the 
Constitution, m one of the modes prescribed by that 
instrument itself." Eaipy corrected! It might be 
so if a military order could accomplish the object; 
but an amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States, whether fortunately or unfortunately for the 
country, is almost a political impossibility. In order 
t^ accomplish it, in by far the least impracticable of 
the two modes prescribed, the affirmative action 
of two-thirds of both Houses of Congress, and of the 
Legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, 
is required. With these obstacles in the way, when 
wiU an amendment of the Constitution .ever bo 
made? 
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But, why did snoh a reverence for the deoisions of 
the Supreme Court heoome an article of Gen. Scott's 
faith? Simplybecanse Gen. Jackson had yetoed the 
Bank of the united States, believing in his con- 
science, such an institution to bo unconstitutional. 
He had sworn before his God and his country, to 
support the Constitution; and he could not, without 
committing moral perjury, approve a bill, which in 
his soul he believed to be a violation of this great 
charter of our liberties, flo could not yield his 
honest convictions, simply because the Supreme 
Court had expressed the opinion that Congress pos- 
sesses the power to charter such a bank. 

But, according to the logic of General Scott, Gen. 
Jackson and Mr. Tyler, when bills to charter a 
Bank of the United States were presented to them, 
had no right to form or express any opinion on the 
subject of their constitutionality. The Supreme 
Court had done this for them in advance. This 
Court is to be the constitutional conscience keeper of 
the President. ''Practically, therefore^ (says Gen. 
Scott,) for the peonle and especially their functiona- 
ries (of whom the President is the highest,) to deny, 
to disturb, or impugn, principles thus constitutional- 
ly established, strike me as of evil example, if not 
of a direct revolutionary tendency. * ' A Beuik of the 
United States must be held constitutional by the 
people and their functionaries, as' an article of faith, 
until two-thirds of both Houses of Congress, ana 
three-fourths of the State Legislatures shall reverse 
the decision of the Supreme Court by an amendment 
of the Constitution. The President must then wait 
before he can exercise the right of judging for Idm- 
solf until doomsday. On the same principle, we 
must all now hold as an article of faith, that the 
odious and infamous sedition law of the reign of 
terror is constitutional, J^ecause the Judiciary have 
so affirmed, and this decision never has been, and 
never will be reversed by a constitutional amend- 
ment. This is double-distilled Whigsery, of the 
most sublimated character Truly, "there is weak- 
ness in all that G%n. Scott says and does about the 
Presidency." 

Let us never forget that a Bank of the United 
States is a fixed idea with the Whig party, which 
nothing can ever remove. On this subject, like the 
old Bourbons, ^ey forget nothing and they loam 
nothing. They arc inseparably joined to this idol. 
They oelieve that a concentration of the money 
power of the country, in the form of such a Bank, is 
necessary to secure the ascendency of the Whig party 
in the Government ; and there is nothing more cer- 
tain in futurity than that they will establish such a 
Bank, should they ever obtain the power. Experi- 
ence has taught us a lesson on this subject which we 
ought never to forget. Throughout the political 
campaign of 1840, which resulted in the election of 
Gen. Harrison, it was no where avowed by the 
Whigs, that they intended to charter a Bank of the 
United States. This was carefully concealed from 
the public eye. On the contrary, many of their 
distinguished leaders declared themselves hostile to 
such an institution, and one of them, Mr. Badger, 
afterwards a member of the Cabinet, indignantly 
pronounced the assertion, that General Harrison was 
m favor of such a Bank, to be a falsehood. But 
mark the sequel. No sooner was Harrison elected 



and a majority secured in both Houses of Congress, 
than the Whigs immediately proceeded in hot nasto, 
at the Extra session, to pass a bill, establishinf a 
Bank of the United States, which would have be- 
come a law, but for the veto of John Tyler. What 
we have witnessed in 1841, wo shall again witness 
in 1853, the veto only excepted, should Gen. Scott 
be elected President and be sustained by a Whig 
minority in both Houses of Congress. 

2. " The Executive Veto." To abolish this veto 
power is another article of General Scott^s political 
faith, as announced in his letter of October, 1841. — 
To be more precise, the General would have the 
Constitution amended for the second time, in the 
same epistle, so as to overcome the Executive Veto, 
'*by a bare majority in each House of Congress of all 
the members elected to it — say for the benefit of re- 
flection, at the end of ten days from the return of 
the Bill." What a farce ! An Executive Veto, to 
be overcome and nullified by a bare majority of the 
very Congress, which had but ton days before sent 
the same Bill to the President for his approval I Bet- 
ter, far better, adopt the manly course of abolishing 
the veto altogether, than to resort to this subter- 
fuge. 

But why has the abolishment of the Executive 
Veto become an article of Whig faith ? Simply bo- * 
cause Gen. Jackson and Mr. Tyler each vetoed Bills 
to establish a Bank of the United States! ''Still 
harping on my daughter ! ' ' The Whies have deter- 
mined to destroy the veto power, which has twice * 
prevented them from creating an Institution which 
they love above all other political objects. The veto 
power has saved the country from the corrupt and 
corrupting influence of a Bank ; and it is this alone ' 
which has rendered it so odious to the Whig party. 

This power is the least dangerous of all the great 
powers conferred by the Constitution upon the Pre- | 
sident ; because nothing but a strong sense of pub- 
lic duty and a deep conviction that he will be sus- 
tained by the people, can ever induce him to array 
himself against a majority of both Houses of Con- 
gress. It has been exercised but in comparatively 
few instances since the origin of the Federal Govern- 
ment ; and I am not aware that it has ever been ex- 
ercised in any case, which has not called forth the 
approving voice of a large majority of the American 
people. Confident I am, it is highly popular in 
Pennsylvania. 

"Rotation in office" is the next head of General 
Scott's letter. Throughout the Presidential contest 
which resulted in the election of General Harrison, 
it was the fashion of the Whigs to proscribe pro- 
scription, and to denounce Democratic Presidents for 
removing their political enemies and appointing^ 
their political friends to office. General Scott, in * 
his letter, comes up to the Whig standard in this, op 
in all other respects. In his profession of faith, h 
could not even avoid a fling against the hero an« 
the sage then in retirement at the Hermitage. H 
says. '*! speak on this head from what I witnessec 
in 1829 '30'(the commencemcntof General Jackson', 
Administration,) of the cruel experiments on a largi 
scale, then made upon the sensibilities of the coun 
try, and the mischiefs to the public interests whie' 
early ensued." 

But what was the Whig practice upon this p 
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ject after they had obtained power ? General Jaok- 
Bon was magnanimoos, kiud-nearted and meroifol, 
and to my own knowledge he retained a very large 
proportion of Whig clerks, in the public offices at 
Washington. I ask how many Democrats now re- 
main in those offices? Nay, the present adminis- 
tration has even proscribed old widows whose hus- 
bands had been Democrats. In the city of Lancas- 
ter, they remoyed from the Post Office an old lady 
of this character, who had performed her duties to 
the entire satisfaction of the public of all parties, to 
make waj^ for a political (i admit a respectable po- 
liticaJ^ fnend. To the creait of Gen. Taylor's memo- 
ry be It spoken, he refused to make war upon this 
old lady. 

Bu; in this respect, a change has come over the 
spirit of Gen. Scott's dream. Of this the Whigs are 
satisfed. If they were not, small would be his 
ohanie — ^mnch smaller even than it now is, of reach- 
ing tie Presidential chair. In his letter accepting 
the lomination, he says: — ''In regard to the general 
poli«y of the administration, if elected, I should, of 
oouse, look among those who may approve that 

r)li£y, for the agents to carry it into execution; and 
w»uld seek to cultivate harmony and fraternal 
senfiment throughout the Whig party, without at- 
tencpting to reduce its members oy proscription to 
exfl3t conformity to my own views! ^' 

' Harmony and fraternal sentiment throughout 
the Whig party!" His charity, though large for 
Wligs, does not extend to Democrats. He ^ows, 
hoYever, that his own party are divided into sup- 
poiters of himself for his own sake, whilst spitting 
Qp«|i the platform on which he stands — and those 
wm love the platform so well that for its sake the^y 
ha^e even consented, though reluctantly, to acqui- 
eso in his nomination — ^into those Free Soil Whigs 
wb denounce the Fugitive Slave Law, and those 
Wligs who are devoted heart and soul to its mainte- 
naioe. In this dilemma, he will not attempt to re- 
duffi the discordant brethren by proscription to exact 
oonormity to his own views. Southern Whigs and 
Nothem Free Soilers are therefore both embraced 
witlin the broad sweep of his charity. He seeks to 
enlivate harmony and fraternal sentiment among 
the Beward whigs and the National whigs bv seat- 
ing hem all together at the same table to ei^o^ the 
loaTM and the fishes. But wo to the vanquished 
— ^W4 to the Democrats ! They shall not even receive 
a digle crumb which may fall from the table of the 
Presdential banquet 

'' <ne Presidential Term," is the subject which he 
nest iisousses. Here he boggles at one Presidential 
term. He seems reluctant to surrender the most 
elevaed and the most lucrative office, next to that 
of Preident, and this, too, an office for life, for the 
■ake € only four years in the White House. He 
again, therefore, for the third time, in the same let- 
ter, pioposes to amend the Constitution, just as if 
this wire as easy as to wheel a division of his army 
on a jarade day, so as to extend the Presidentii^ 
term ti six years. Four years are too short a term 
for Gtioral Scott. It must be prolonged. The 
people must be deprived of the power of choosing 
their Resident at the end of so brief a period as four 
▼ean. But such an amendment of the Constitution 
he ougit to have known was all moonshine. The 



General, then, declines to pledge himself to serve 
but for one term, and this for the most extraordina- 
ry reason. I shall quote his own words ; he says : — 
"But I do not consider it respectful to the people, 
nor otherwise proper in a candidate to solicit favor 
on a pled^ that, if elected, he will not accept a se- 
cond nomination. It looks too much like a bargain 
tendered to other aspirants — ^yield to me now ; I 
shall soon be out of your way ; too much like the in- 
terest that sometimes governs tibe cardinals in the 
choice of a Pope, many voting for themselves first, 
and, if without success, finally for the most superan- 
uated, in order tiiat the election may sooner come 
round again." 

He was, then, you may be sure, still a Native 
American. 

To say the very least, this imputation or selfish- 
ness and corruption aigainst the cardinals in' the 
election of a Pope, is in bad taste in a political letter 
written by a candidate for the Presidency. It was 
in exceedingly bad taste, in such an epistle, thus to 
stigmatise tne hi^est dignitaries of the ancient 
Catholic church, m the performance of their most 
solemn and responsible public duty to God, on this 
side of eternity. From my soul, i abhor the prac- 
tice of mingling up relig|ion with politics. The doc- 
trine of all our Constitutions, both Federal and State, 
is, that every man has an indefeasible right to wor- 
ship his God^according to the dictates of his own 
conscience. He is both a bigot and a tyrant who 
would interfere with that sacred right. When a 
candidate is before the people for offi^, the enquiry 
ought never even to be maae, what form of religioas 
faith he professes ; but only, in the language of Mr. 
Jefiisrson, "Is he honest; is he capable." Far be 
it from me to charge or even insinuate that General 
Scott would desire to introduce religion into party 
politics ; and yet I consider it exceedingly improper 
for him, in a political letter, when a candidate for 
the Presidency, to have made this charge against the 
venerable cardinals of the Catholic church. Such a 
charge, emanating from so high a source, could not 
fail to wound the feelings of a lance and highly re- 
spectable christian community 4^ This has necessari- 
Iv, to some extent, brought religious discussions into 
the Presidential contest. 

"Leading measures of the late extra session of 
Congress. ' ' This is the next head of General Scott's 
epistle, to which I advert. He swallows all thesis 
leading measures at a single gulp. "H^" says 
he, "1 had had the honor of a vote on the occasion, 
it would have been sdven in favor of the Land Di»> 
tribution Bill, the Bankrupt Bill, and the second 
bill for creating a Fiscal Corporation, having long 
been under a conviction that in peace, as in war, 
something efficient in the nature of a Bank of the 
United States, is not only 'necessary and proper,' 
but indispensable to the successful operations rathe 
Treasury!" 

The Land Distribution Bill. This is emphatically 
a hieh toned Whig measure, which had been once 
orusned by Gen. Jackson's messase of December, 
1833. Mr. Clay, its illustrious author, was the very 
essence, the life and soul of Whiggery. It proposes 
to distribute the proceeds of the public lands among 
the several States. It proposes to sorrender to the 
several States that immense and bountiful f^d pro- 
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Tided bfpjiraQQestors, which is always our surest 
resonrM, hs times of war and danger, when out re- 
.yeiiife'nom impoits falls. In the days of Jaok- 
son; Vaii'Bai^ and Fblk, the BezoooTatio doctrine 
was, — I fear it is not so at present, — to preserve this 
fund in the common Treasury, as a sacred trust, to 
enable Oongtess to execute the enumerated nowers 
corrfbrred upon them by the Constitution, for the 
equil benent- of all the States and the people. 
Should Congress gtre away the publie lands to th^ 
States, they Idll depriTe themselyes of the power 
of bestowing land bounties upon the soldiers and 
the sailors who fight the battles of your country, 
and of granting liberal terms of purchase to those 
hardy pioneers who make the wilderness to bloom 
andto Dlossom as -the rose. What will become of 
this policy if you distribute the proceeds of these 
lands among tne States? Thto erery State will 
hare a direlBt interest, in prerenting any donations 
^ the public lands, either to old soldiers or actual 
settlers; hecanse -every acre thus given will so much 
lesson the dividend to eaeh of the States interested: 
Shoidd this Distribution Bill ever prevail, it will 
make l^e States mere dependencies upoh the cen> 
tral Gbvermnent fbr a large portion of their revenue, 
and thus reduioe tiiese proud4>emooratie Sovereign- 
ties to tiie degrading iM>sition of looking to the Treas- 
ury of 'tibe Umted States fbr their means of support. 
IntSie languajM- of Gen. Jaekson, *'a more direct 
road to consoiMsfcion cannot be devised.'' Such-a 
Btate of dependence, ' tibough exactly in aeeordanoe 
with tlit cehti^izing Wmg policy, has ever been 
abhorred by the Dooioerats. But the Bistiibution 
Bill is one of the principles, one of the ''o.imvio- 
tiohs" of G«n. Scott; andso letit pass. 

We come now-totbis Bankrupt Bui, a purely' Whig 
measure, to'wMoh Oen. Boott gives his adhesion. — 
And such' a Bill! In no legitimate sense 'of the 
word, wasUiis aBaidciiipt Law. It was merely a 
new mode of paying old debts: and the easiest mode 
wiiich was ever de^sed !br this purpose in any ciV" 
ilized oountxy. The expansions and contraetionsof 
the Bank of the United States, — the inundations of 
Bank paper and of shinplasters which spread over 
the country, had git%n birth to a wild and reckless 
spirit of speculation, that ruined a great number of 
people. The speculators wanted to pay their debts 
in the easiest manner, and the Whigs wanted their 
votes. .This was the origin of the Bankrupt Law. . It 
ruttted'sgreat many honest creditors; it paid off a 
great many .honest debts with moonshine. K my 
memory serves me, debts.tothe amount of 400, 000,- 
000 doUars were (fischarged in this manner. The 
law, however, from its priu)tioal operation, soon be- 
*eame so odious to the people, that thev demanded 
its repeal. It was stnekon from the ptatute Book, 
amidst the execrations of the people, bv* the very 
saiiM Congress which had enacted it, in one^r^ar 
and one month from the day on which it went into 
cdfect. And this is the Bill for which General Scott 
declares he would have voted, had he bee'h a mem- 
ber of Congress. 

Next in order, we cometo the'Bank of the United 
States. If G^oral Scott "had had the honor of a 
vote, it .would have been given for the second bill . 
treating. a Fiscal Corporation.'' 

Barely the General eoold never have oarefully 



read this bill. In derision, it was termed at the 
time, the <*Kite Flying Ilsoallty." It was a mere 
speculators' Bank, and no person believed it eonld 
ever become a law. In tmui it was got up merely 
for the purpose of heading John Tyler, and when 
reported to the House, it was received, according to 
the National Intelligencerj with shouts of laugh- 
ter. 

It originated in this manner. A bill had at ftnt 
passed Conmss to create a regular old fashioned 
^ank of theUnited States. This bill was vetoed by 
John Tyler. Afterwards the second Bill, or JCite 
Flying Fiseality, was prepared by the Whigs i[>^meel 
some portions ef Mr. Tyler's veto message, and if 
possible rodder it ridiculous. The bill was passed 
and was vetoed by President Tyler, as eveiybadv 
foresaw it would be. But how Qenend Soott get his 
head so befogged as to prefer this thing, to tlM first 
bill, is a matter of wonder. I venture to lay he 
was the only Whig in the United States wim held the 
same opinion. 

This doses Gen. Scott's confession of Whig Ikzth; 
and surely.it is euffioiently ample and speottbto 
gratify the most rabid Whig in the land. But the 
General had another string to his bow. Itwai ne- 
oessary not only that he should be as good a ¥hig 
as Henry Cla^, but that he should besomethinr be- 
sides, something over and above a mere Whi|, in 
order to render himself more available than his 
great rival. Henoe the oonciuding head of his fa- 
moua epistle which, like the postscript of alalv's 
letter,- contains rauc^ of the pith and marrow ofue 
whole. 'It is entitled " Secret or Oath-bound So- 
eieties." In it he declares, althonrii a mason, ihat 
he had " not been a member of a Masonic Lod^ fbr 
thkty odd years^ nor a visiter of any Lodge siaoe. 
exoept one^ — ^now more than sixteen years a^o.'' 
And such is his abhorrence for Secret Societies, d^t 
for twenty-eight years he had not even visited one 
ot those literary societies in onr oolleges, wlose 
practice it is to adopt a few seoret signs bywiieh 
their members in after life<ban reoogniae each otier. 

In order, then, to render himself a more availa- 
ble candidate than Henry Clay, it was necenary 
that his net should have a broader sweep than that 
of the great Kentuokian. It was necessary thit he- 
should oe as good a Whig and a fkr better inti- 
mason. The Anti-masonic party was then poierfiil 
in Pennsylvania as well as in other Northern BtAaa. 
This party numbered in its ranks nsiany old lemo- 
erats, and to these Mr. Clay was not very aciepta- 
ble. The Anti-masons were more active and more 
energetic than the Whigs. A distinguished Anti- 
mas(m of our State is reported ence to havi said, 
that they were the locomotive,: and the Whks the 
burden tnim How were they to be enlistedm the 
ranks of Soott? The great Kentuokian, with mat in- 
dependent spirit which eharaoteriied hhn, never 
yielded to the advanoee of the Anti-masos. He 
was a mason himself as well as General Se«tt; but 
the General lisnt a fkr more kindly ear to bis new 
party. Henoe his remarks on seoret or -oatl-bound 
societies. This confession of his faith provid to be 
entirely satisfactory; and the Anti-masons hive ever 
since proved to be his devoted friends. He thus 
captured a large division of the forces whoh were 
niuHendly to Mr. Clay. But for the purpote 4£ em- 



HON. JAUai BUOBAKAN.. 



11 



braoin^ the new reomiti it beoame necessary to coin 
B more eomprebensiTe name than simply that of 
Whigs. 

He doubtless thought that a rose by an^ other name 
would smell as sweet. Hence, In ms famous letter, 
he announced himself to be a Democratic Whig. A 
white blackbird — a Christian unbeliever. This name 
was sufficiently comprehensive to embrace all men 
of all parties. He became all things to all men, 
that he might gain proselytes. I say what I know, 
when I declare that this letter, and attempt to sup- 
plant the veteran statesman of Kentucky, was a sub- 
jeot of severe criticism, at the time, in Washington 
dty, among men of all parties. Surely, in the lan- 
guage of Thurlow Weed, "there is weakness in all he 
says or does about the Presidencv.'' 

But a good General is always xertile in expedients. 
His coup d' oeil embraces the whole field of battle, 
and he is ever ready to take advantage of any oc- 
curence which may enable him to seize the victory. 
A new political party styling itself the Native Ame- 
rican party, began to loom up in an imposing man- 
ner and to present a formidable aspect. This party 
must be conciliated. The Native Americans must 
be prevailed upon to unite their forces with the 
Whigs, and Anti-masons, and thus to form a grand 
oombined army. It therefore became necessary for 
General Scott to write a Seomd Epistle, which he 
seems to have done with all the ardor and enthusiasm 
of heart-felt sinceritv. This is dated from Washing- 
ton city, on the 10th of November, 1844, and is in 
answer to a letter addressed to him, "in behalf of 
several hundred Native American Bepublicans,'' by 
Geo. W. Beed, Esq., of Philadelphia. This Second 
Epistle proved to be as successful in enlisting the Na- 
tive Americans under his banner, as the first Epistle 
had been in enlisting the Anti-masons. And why 
should it not ? The General pledged himself, in the 
strongest terms, to every dogma wmch this new party 
had- most at heart. 

Ho dates his Native Americanism back more than 
eight years to "the stormy election in the spring of 
1830," and his views "were confirmed in the week 
g^ov. 18401 when Harrison electors were chosen in 
New York.'' It was on this occasion in 1840, that, 
'*fircd with indignation," he sat down with two 
friends in the As tor House, "to d^aw up an address, 
designed to rally an American party." What has 
become of this address ? How precious would it be ? 
I fear it is forever lost to the world ! It would be 
one of the greatest curiosities of modem literature. 
How withering must have been its attack upon the 
poor foreigners ! We can judge somewhat of its 
spirit, by his Epistle to Mr... Reed. Other Native 
Americans were satisfied to restore the naturalization 
law of "the rei^ of terror," and to prohibit foreign- 
ers from becoming citizens until after a residence of 
fourteen years. Not so with Gen. Scott. He went 
a bow shot beyond. His mind inclined to "a total 
repeal of all Acts of Congress on the subject, " — to a 
total denial forever of aU political rights to every 
human being, young, middle-aged, and old, who had 
happened to be bom in a foreign country. 

Having thus placed himself rectus in curia, as the 
lawyers would say, with the Native American party, 
he then proceeds, as their god-father, to give them a 
proper name. In this I do not think his choice was 



fortunate. It was a difficult task.. It mu^«mbrace 
within its ample outline both Whigs ana ahti-ma- 
sons, and ^et have so much of the odor of Native 
Americanism as to make its savor sweet in the nos- 
trils of the new party. He says, "I should prefer 
assuming the designation of American Republicans, 
as in New York, or Democratic Americans, as I 
would respectfully suggest." "Democratic Ameri 
cans woula include all pood native citizens devoted 
to our country and its institutions; and would not 
drive from us naturalized citizens, who, by long 
residence, have become identified with us in feelings 
and interest." - 

"Democratic Americans!" What a name for the 
Native American party! When all the records of 
our past history prove that American Democrats 
have ever opened wide their arms to receive foreign- 
ers flying from oppression in their native land, and 
have always bestowed upon them the rights of Ame- 
rican citizens, after a brief period of residence in 
this country. The Democratic party have always 
^oried in this policy; and its fruits have been to 
increase our population and our power, with unex- 
ampled rapidity, and to furnish our country with 
vast numbers of industrious, patriotic and useful 
citizens. Surely the name of "Democratic Ameri- 
cans" was an unfortunate designation for the Na- 
tive American Party! ^ / 

But General Scott was not content to be consider- 
ed merely as a proselyte to Native Americanism. 
He claimed the glory of being the founder of th^ 
party. He assorts his claim to this distinguished 
honor, which no individual will now dispute with 
him, in the Postscript To his letter of November. 
1844, which was read on the 4th February, 1847, be- 
fore the National Convention of Native American 
Delegates at Pittsburg. In this ho says, "writing, 
however, a few days ago, to my friend Mayor Har- 
per of New Yerk, 1 half jocosely said, that I should 
claim over him and others the foundership of the 
new party, but that I had discovered Ihis gloiy, like 
every other American excellence, belonged to the 
Father of his Country. " 

The Native American party an " American ex- 
cellence," and the glory of its foundership belongs 
to George Washington! No, fellow citizens, the 
American people will rise up with one accord to 
vindicate the ipemory of that illustrious man firom 
such an imputation. General Scott can n^ *-* * be 
dei)rived of tne honor of founding this paxti^k^ the 
claim which he advances for the Father of his Ufion- 
try. As long as the recent memory of our Revolu- 
tionary struggle remained vividly impressfid on the 
hearts of our countrymen, no such party could have 
ever existed. The recollection of Montgomery', T^a 
Fayette, De Ealb, Eosciusoo, and a long lisc of fo- 
reigners, both officers and soldiers, who freely juaod 
their blood to secure our liberties, would haK ■^~ 
dered such ingratitude impossible. Our rerolut 
Tj army was filled with the brave and patriotit^^ . 
tives of other lands ; and George Washington was 
their commander-in-chief. Would he have ever 
closed the door against the admission of foreigners 
to the rights of American citizens ? Let his acts 
speak for themselves. So early as the 26th March. 
1790, General Washiiu^on, as President of the Uni- 
ted States, approved t£e first law which ever passed 
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Congress on the subject of natnraliiation ; and this 
only required a residenoe of two vears preyioiu to 
the adoption of a fordgner as an American citizen. 
On the 29th January, 1795, the term of residenoe 
was extended by Congress to five years, and thus it 
remained throughout General Wi^hington's admin- 
istration, and until after the accession of John 
Adams to the Presidency. In his administration 
which will ever be known in history as the reign of 
terror, as the era of alien and sedition laws, an act 
was passed on the 18th June, 1798, which prohibit- 
ed any foreigfaer from becoming a citizen until after 
a residence of fourteen years, asd this is the law, or 
else perpetual exclusion, which GTeneral Scott pre- 
ferred, and which the Ifatiye American party now 
desire to restore. 

The Presidential election of 1800 secured the 
ascendancy of the Democratic party, and under the 
administration of Thos. Jefferson, its great Apostle, 
on the 14th April, 1802, the term of residence, pre- 
yious to naturalization, was restored to five years, 
— ^what it had been under General Washington — and 
where it has ever since remained. No, fellow citi- 
zens, the Father of his Country was never a Native 
American. This * 'American excellence" never be- 
longed to him. 

General Scott appears to have been literally in- 
fatuated with the oeauties of Native Americanism. 
On thb 11th November, 1844, he addressed a letter, 
in answer to one from a certain '*Mr. Hector Orr, 
Printer," who appears to have been the editor of a 
Native American Journal in Philadelphia. This 
letter is a perfect rhapsodi^rom beginning to end. 
Among other things equallv extravagant, the Gene- 
ral says: "A letter from him (Benjamin Franklin) 
were ne alive, could not have refreshed me more 
than that before my eyes. It gives a new value to 
any little good I have done or attempted, and will 
stimulate me to do all that may full in the scope of 
my power in the remainder of my life. ' * What a let- 
ter must this have been of Mr. Hector Orr, Printer ! 
What a pity it has been lost to the world ! The Ge- 
neral concluded by requesting Mr. Orr to send him 
"the history of the Native party by the Sunday 
School Boy," and also to consider him a subscriber 
to his Journal. 

But soon there came a frost — a chilling frost. — 
Presto, pass, and General Scott's Native American- 
ism ia gone like the baseless fabric of a vision. — 
Would that it left no trace behind ! The celebrated 
William E. Robinson, of New York, is the enchant- 
er who removes the spell. 

The "W^hiff National Convention of the 7th June, 
1848, was about to assemble. General Scott was for 
the third time to bo a candidate before it for nomi- 
nation as President. This was an important— a criti- 
nsH moment. Native Americanism had not perform- 
ed its early promise. It was not esteemed " an 
Ap.ericnn excellence," even by the Whig party — 
Gen. Scott was in a dilemma, and how to extrusate 
himself from it was the question. The ready friend- 
ship of Mr. Robinson hit upon the lucky expedient. 
On the 8th May, 18i8, he addresses a letter to Gen. 
Scott, assuming that the General entertained " kind 
and liberal views toward our naturalized citizens." 
The General answered this letter on the 29th May, 
1848, just ten days before the meeting of the Whig 



Philadelphia Convention; and what an answeif! After 
declaring, in the strongest terms, that Mr. Robinion 
had done him no more than Justice in attributiiijg to 
him "kind and liberal views toward our nataraliied 
citizens," he proceeds: "It is true that in a ease of un- 
usual excitement some years ago, when both parties 
complained of fraudulent practices, in the naturalisB- 
tion of foreigners, and when there seemed to be dan- 
ger that native and adopted citizens would be perma- 
nently arrayed against each other in hostile xaction, 
Tiffos iiidbud to concur in the opinion tjienawno' 
ed by leading Statesmen, that some m^odification of 
tJie naturalization laws m,ight be necessary, in or- 
der to prevent abuses, allay strife and restore har- 
mony between the different classes of our people, — 
But later experience and reflection have entirely re- 
moved this impression, and dissipated my appre- 
hensions." 

The man who had warmly embraced Native Ame- 
ricanism so early as 1836, and had given it his en- 
thusiastic support for twelve years thereafter — who 
next to Washington had claimed to be the founder of 
this "American excellence;" who, "fired with in- 
dignation," had in coigunction with two friends in 
1840, prepared an address in his parlor at the Aatra 
House in New York, designed to rally an American , 
party ; who had, in 1844, hesitated between extend- 
ing the period of residence before naturalisation to 
fourteen years, and a total and absolute exclusion of 
idl foreigners from the rights of oitisenship forever, 
his mind inclining to the latter; who had in the same 
year elevated Hector Orr, the Native Amerioaa 
printer, to the same level with our ^at revolutiona- 
ry statesman and patriot, Benjamin Franklin — ^thls . 
same individual^ in 184S, deelaros to Mr. Robinson, ^ 
that he had formerly been merely " inclined to con- 
cur in the opinion theyi avowed by leading states- 
ms7i., that some modification of the naturalisation 
laws might be necessary." 

" Oh ! what a fall was there, mv countrymen !" 

And what caused this sudden, this almost miraou- 
lous ohange of opinion ? Why, forsooth, in his re- 
cent campaign in Mexico, the Irish and the Ger- 
mans had fought bravely in maintaining our flag in 
the face of every danger. But had they not foogfa^ 
with equal bravery througout our revolutionary 
struggle, and throughout our last war with Great 
Britain ? Gen. Scott could not possibly have been 
ignorant of this fact. Chippewa and Lundy's Lane 
both attest their gallant daring in defence of the stars 
and stripes of ouc country. 

The General now seems determined, if possible, to 
efface from the memory of man, that he had ever 
been a Native American. His present devotion to 
our foUow-citizens of foreign birth, knows no bounds. 
He IS determined to enlist them under his banner, as 
he formerly enlisted the Anti-masons and Native 
Americans. 

Official business, it seems, required him to vidt 
the Blue Licks of Kentucky ; but yet, it is passing 
strange, that he chose to proceed from Woshixic- 
ton to that place, by the circuitous route of this 
great Northern Lakes. This deviation from a direct 
military line between the point of his departure an 
that of nis destination, has enabled him to meet ai 
address his fellow-citizens on the way, at Harri 
buig, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Cincinnati, and othi 
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points both in Fenn^lTania uid Ohio. Should the 
published programme of his route be oarried into 
effeot, he wQl, on his return to Washington, from 
the Blue Dioks, pass through Buffido, and throushr 
out the entire length of the Empire State. Nobody, 
however, can for a single moment suspect, — this 
would be uncharitable, — that his visit to the small 
and insiniificant States of Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
New York, when merely on his way from Washing- 
ton City to Kentucky, could at this particular period 
have had any view to the Presidential election ! Far 
be it from me to indulge such a suspicion; and vet 
it is strange that General Scott, throughout his 
whole route, speaks and acts just as General Scott 
would have aone had he been on an election- 
eering tour. He has evervwhere bestowed especial 
favor upon our adopted fellow-citacens; but at Cleve- 
land he surpassed himself, and broke out into a 
rhapsody nearly as violent as that in which he had in- 
dulged in favor of Hector Orr, the Native American 
printer. At Cleveland, an honest Irishman in the 
crowd shouted a welcome to Gen. Soptt. Always 
ready to seize the propitious moment, the General 
instantly exclaimea: ''I hear that rich brogue; I love 
to hear it. It makes me remember noble deeds of 
Irishmen, many of whom I have led to battle and to 
victory.'' The General has yet to learn that my 
father's contrymen, (I have ever felt proud of my 
descent from an Irishman,) though they sometimes do 
blarney others, are yet hard to be blarneyed them- 
selves, especially out of Uieir Democracy. The Gene- 
ral, unless I am ereatly mistaken, will discover that 
Irish Democrats, however much, in common with us 
all, they ma^ admire his militaiy eiqploits, will never 
abandon their political principles, and desert their 
>arty, for the sake of elevating hiin or any other 
7hig candidate to the Presidency. 

One other remark : — ^Were It within the limits of 
possibility to imagine, which it is not, that our 
iVasbingtons, our Jeffersons, or our Jacksons. could 
have set out on an electioneering tour for themselves, 
whemcandidatesfor the Presidency, — ^I ask, would 
they have met and addressed their follow-citiEens 
on such topics, and in such a style, as General Scott 
has selected? No! friends and fellow-oitisens, 
gravity, solemnity, and Uie discussion of great ques- 
tions of public policy, affectinff the vital interests 
of the the country, would have illustrated and mark- 
ed their progress. 

Gen. Seott, in his political opinions, is prone to 
extremes. ISTot content with having renounced Na- 
tive Americanism — not satisfied to occupy the broad, 
just and liberal platform in favor of naturalisation, 
on which the Democratic party have stood, ever 
since the origin of the Government, he leaves this 
far b^ind. In his letter accepting the nomination 
of the Whig Convention, he declares himself in 
favor of such an alteration in our naturalisation 
laws, as would admit foreigners to the rights of citi- 
Mnship, who in time of war had served a single year 
in the army or navy. This manifests a strange, an 
unaccountable ignorance of the Federal Constitu- 
tion. Did he not know that the power of Congress 
was confined to the establishment of '*an uniform 
rule of naturalisation?'* " Uniform " is the word. 
Congress have no power to make exceptions in favor 
of any class of foreigners; no power to enact that 
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one man shall be naturaliied after a residence of a 
single year, and that another shall reside five years 
betore he can attain this privilege. What uniformi- 
ty would there be in reauiring five years residence 
from tlie honest and inaustrious foreijper, who re- 
mains usefully employed at home, and m dispensing 
with this requisition in favor of the foreigner who 
has enlisted and served for one year in the arm;^ or 
navy? Gen. Scott, in order to accomplish his ol^ject, 
must resdrt to a fourth amendment of the Constitu- 
tion. He would make this sacred instrument a mere 
nose of wax, to be twisted and turned and bent in 
any direction which the opinion orcaprice of the mo- 
ment might dictate. 

After this review, I ask ^ou. fellow citisens, what 
confidence can be reposed in tne political opinions 
of Gen. Scott? Is there any thins in them of that 
firm, stable, consistent and enlightened character 
which ought to distinguish the man into whose hands 
you are willing to entrust the ci\il destinies of our 
great, glorious and progressive countrj'? What se- 
curity have our adopted citizens that bo may not 
to-morrow relapse into Native Americanism? For 
twelve long years, and this, too, at a period of life 
when tjhe judgment ought to be mature, he remain- 
ed faithful and true to the Native American party; 
giving it all the encouragement and support which 
his high chara^er and influence could command; 
and he only deserted it in 1848, at the approach of 
the Whig National Convention. And what opinion 
must the Native Americans hold of the man, who. 
after having been so long one of their most ardent 
and enthusiastic leaders, abandoned them at the 
time of their utmost need? Above all, does Win- 
field Scott possess that calm and unerring judgment, 
that far-seeing sagacity, and that prudence, never to 
be thrown off its guard, which we ought to require 
in a President of the United States? 

That General Scott is a great military man, the 
people of this country will ever gratefully and 
cheerfully acknowledge. History teaches us, how- 
ever, that but few men whose profession has been 
arms and arms alone, from early youth, have pos- 
sessed the civil qualifications necessary wisely to 
govern a free people. Of this we have had some 
experience in the case of General Taylor, who was 
both an honest man and a pure patriot; but like 
General Scott, had always been a soldier and nothing 
but a soldier. It is true that a few favored mortals 
emancipating themselves from the military fetters 
by which they had been bound, have displayed high 
talents as statesmen. Napoleon Bonaparte is the 
most remarkable example of this class; but his 
statesmanship was unfortunately displayed in the 
skill with which ho forged fetters for his countiy . 

As an American citisen, proud of the military ex- 
ploits of General Scott, I wish from my soul he had 
never become a candidate for the Presidency. The 
defects in his character as a statesman, which it has 
now become an Imperative duty to present to the 
people of the country, would then have been forgot- 
ten and forever buried in oblivion. But for this, he 
would have gone down \o posterity without a cloud 
upon his glory. And, even now, it is fortunate for 
his future fame, as well as for the best interests of 
his country, that he can never be elected President 
of the United States. 
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A few words on the subject of t^neral Boott's 
oonneoilon with the Free Boilers, a^ni. I shall have 
done. And in the first plaoe, let me say that I do 
not believe, and therefore shall not assert, that he 
'ia himself a Free Soiler. On the contrary, I freely 
admit, we have satisfaotory proof, that whilst the 
Pompromise Measures were pending before Congress, 
and afterwards, he expressed his approbation of 
them, but this only in private conv^rsamons among 
his friends. But was this all thl^ oount^yhada 
right to expect from Gen. Scott ? '^ ' 

The dark and portentous cloud i^ed by aboli- 
tionists and fanatics, which had for max^ years been 
growing blacker and still blacker, at length seemed 
ready to burst upon our devoted heads, threatening 
to sweep away both the constitution and the Union. 
The patriots of the land, both Whigs and Democrats, 
corduJIy united their efibrts to avert the impending 
storm. At this crisis, it became tile, dul^ of every 
friend of the Union to proclaim his Opinions boldly. 
This was not a moment for any patriot to envelope 
himself in mystery. Under such appalling circum- 
stances, did it comport with the frankness of a sol- , 
dier, for General Scott to remain silent ; or merely 
to whisper his opinions to private ftiends from the 
South? A man of his elevated station and com- 
manding influence ought to have thrown himself 
into the breach. But the Presideiicy was in view ; 
and he was anxious to secure the votes of the Free 
Soil Whigs of the Seward school, in the National 
Convention. Mr. Fillmore, his competitor, had 
spoken out like a man in favor of the Gompromide, 
tad had thus done his duty to his country. He was, 
for this veiy reason, rejected by the Wnig National 
Convention, and General Scott was nominated bv 
the votes and influenoe ot the Northern Free Soil 
Whigs. 

But the Northern Free Soilers had not quite sufli- 
cient strength to. secure his nomination. To render 
this certain, it was necessary to enlist a small de- 
tachment of Southern Whig delegates. This task 
was easilv accomplished. To attain his object. 
General Scott had merely to write a brief note to 
Mr. Archer. 

This was evidently not intended for the public eye, 
certainly not for the Free Soilers. It was, therefore, 
most reluctantly extracted from the breeches pocket 
of John M. Botte, and was read to the Convention, as 
we are informed, amid nproarous . laughter. In 
this note. General Scott, with characteristic incon- 
sistency, whilst declaring his determination to write 
nothing to' the Convention, or anj^nf. its individual 
members, at this very momentum the sfame note, 
does actually write to Mr. Archer, ^ member of the 
Convention, that should the honpr of a nomination 
&11 to his lot, he would give his views on the com- 
promise measures in terms at least as strong in their 
favor, as those which he had . read to Mr. Archer 
himself but two days before. This pledge which, 
on its face, was intended exclusively for Gov. Jones, 
liir. Botts, and Mr. Lee, Ac, all of them Southern 
Whi^, proved sufficient to detach a small division 
of this wmff of the party from Mr. Fillmore, and 
these, uniting with the whole body of Northern Free 
Soilers, succeeded in nominating Gen. Scott. After 
the nomination had been thus made, the General 
immediaiely proceeded to accept it, "with the reso- 
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latlons annexed:" and one f>f these TMolit({oiui.|i;te 
flavor of the faithfiil exebntion of all the taieaeitiie 
of the compromise, including the Fugitive Sim 
Law. 

Now, fellow-citizens, I view the finality of t^ 
compromise as necessary to the peace and preserva- 
tion of the Union. 1 sav finality; a word aptly 
coined for the occasion. Tne Fugitive Slave I<aw u 
all the South have obtained in tlus compromUe. a 
in a law founded both upon the letter and the spirit 
of the Constitntion; and a similar law has ezutod 
on our statute boo^ ever sinee the administratioD of 
George Washington, ffistory teaches ns l^t but 
for the provision in favor of the restoration of Fnri^ 
tive Slaves, ourpresent constitution never wpnud 
have existea. . Think^e that the ^uth will evet 
tamely surrender the Fugitive Slave Law to North- 
ern fanatics and Abolitionists?. 

After all, then, the great political question to be 
decided hy the people of tne country is, will the 
election of Scott, or the election of Fierce, oontarl- 
bute most to illaintain the finality of the Compromise, 
and the peace and harmony of the Union? 

Scott's Northern supporters spit upon and exe- 
crate the platform erected h^^ the Whig National 
Convention. They support General Soott, not be- 
cause of their adherence to this platform, but in 
spite of it. They have loudly expressed their de^ 
termination to agitate the repeal of the Fugitive 
Slave Law, and thus bring back upon the country 
the dangerous excitement which preceded its pas- 
sage. They will not suffer the country to ei\)oj 
peace and repose, nor permit the Southern States w 
manage their own domestic aifairs, in their own way, 
without foreign interference. 

Who can doubt that these dangerous men will par- 
ticipate largely in the counsels of Gen. Scott, ana in- 
fluence the measures of his administration? To 
them he owes his nomination, and to them he wQl 
owe his election, should he be elected. He is Uiui 
bound to them by the ties of gratitude. He is placed 
in a position where he would be more or less than a 
man, if he could withdraw himself from their influ- 
ence.. Indeed, he has informed us in advance, in die 
veiy act of accepting the nomination, that he would 
seek to cultivate harmony and fraternal sentiment 
throughout the Whig party, without attempting to 
reduce its members by ^oscription to exact confor* 
mity to his own views, what does this mean, if not 
to declare that the Free Soil Whigs of the North, 
and the Compromise Whigs of the South shall share 
equally in the honors and offices of the administra- 
tion ? In the North, where by far the greatest danger 
of agitation oxistB^ the offices will be bestowed upon 
those Whiffs who detest the Compromise and who wiQ 
exert dll tne influence which oflpTce confers, to aboUtAi 
the Fudtive'Slaye Law. To this sad dilemma hai 
General Scott beeh reduced. 

On the other hand,' 'What will be our eondition 
should Gen. Pierce be elCHBted ? He will owe his 
election to the great Democratic party of the 
country, — a party truly national, which .knows no 
North, no South, no East, and no West. They are 
everywhere devoted to the constitution and iSik 
Union. They everywhere speak the same language. 
The flnality of the Compromise, in all its parts, ii 
everywhere aa{ article of their political faith. Their 
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date, General Pierce, has always openly avow- 
B sentiments on this subject. ^ 
could proudly declarei in acx^epting the nomi- 
n, that there has been no word nor act of his life 
ofliot with the platform adopted by the Demo- 
\ National Convention. Should he be elected, 
e power and ii^uence of his administration 
>e exerted to allay the dangerous spirit of fan- 
m and to render the Union and the Constitu- 
mmortal. Judge ye, then, between the two 
dates and decide for yourBelves. 
d now, fellow citiBens, what a glorious parijy 
emocratic party has ever been ! Man is but 
sing of a summer's day, whilst principles are 
ftl. The generations of mortals, one alter the 
, rise and sink and are forgotten : but the prin- 



ciples of Demooraov, which we have inherited from 
our revolutionary iMhers, will endure to bless man- 
kind throughout all generations. Is there any Dem- 
ocrat within the sound of my voioe ; is there any 
Democrat throughout the broad "Himits of good ana 
ereat old Democratic Pennfrvlvania, who will aban- 
don these sacred principles for the sake of following 
in the train of a military conqueror, and shouting 
for the hero of Lundy's Lane, Cerro Gordo and Che- 
pultepeo f 




From age to age. by your ronown'a rcreiacner 
So dearnr bought, the price of so ranch blood; 
O ! Let it never perish in your luuids. 
But piously transmit it to your children.'' 
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